
From
Sent:Fri, 12 Mar 2021 16:41:26 +0000
To:Entertainment Licensing
Subject:Objection to headingley stadium

Dear Council,

I am.emailing to share concern for requests for the two outdoor events to be held at the 
stadium with music, huge crowds and goodness knows whatever else noise and pollution, 
going on until midnight. 
As a local resident this IS NOT what our area stands for. There are so many families 
nearby, and this sort of event does NOT in any way support them. My daughter 
will.suffer from noise well into her night, as well as the huge crowds (has nobody told 
them about covid?) (..and then there's all the litter that undoubtedly will not be dealt 
with.)

The stadium needs to be reeled in - no.more huge events like this. 
Kind regards

Get Outlook for Android
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Please tick relevant box(es) 

Please select : 

Y  I object to the application being granted at all 
 I object to the application being granted in its current form 

The grounds of the representation is based on the following: 







Entertainment.Licensing. 

Application by Leeds Cricket, Football & Athletic Company, Ltd. 

Regarding staging of wrestling matches on two occasions per year. 

Entrertainment,Licensing, 

I write as Chairman of The Turnways & Laurel Bank Residents Association of which I am 
Chairman.  This is initially In response to six resident households raising objections with me around 
the application above. I have written to to all our residents (over 50 residencies on our mailing list), 
stating my intention to raise an objection to the application on  behalf of all our members unless 
anyone did not support this course of action. I have not received any objections to this course of 
action. 
We in The Turnways and Laurel Bank have been involved with the stadium authorities but mainly 
the rugby, regarding the staging of events on the pitch, other than Super league and Rugby Union 
matches. This involvement centers on the use of the pitch at the weekends to stage events in 
addition to the normal matches during the season. 

 Only a relatively short time ago we had our objections to music concerts overturned. The 
involvement needed to  complete these objections are no easy task for residents with work and 
families and we rely on those with authority to support local residents, as well as local businesses. 
In this regard we do not think we are getting a fair crack of the whip, so to speak. 

We live in the shadow of the stadium and as such we accept the regular fixtures with the noise and 
disturbance associated with these events. We now also are faced with the agreed day / nights music 
events over two summer weekends.  
We are now faced with another proposal with regard to wrestling matches, with a further two events 
over another two weekends. We are of the opinion that this is an invasion of our rights to peace. 
quiet and privacy and we further believe they would constitute a public nuisance due to the nature 
of the events proposed, especially when associated with the alcohol factor over a long period of 
time, similar to the Western Terrace at the cricket that required special measures in the end. 

What are the likely noise levels for such a raucous event?. The stadium is in the middle of a large 
residential area, whose residents deserve to have their weekends or at least some of them protected. 

While we understand this is a totally separate application, we think it cannot be taken in isolation 
with what has gone before. The issues are well known, crowds, traffic, parking issues, excessive 
noise, local disturbance, disruptions to sleeping patterns, especially of young children, some who 
sleep within yards of the stadium. 

Alcohol available till late in the night,  the sale of alcohol beyond the limits that have been allowed 
for before and after the main floodlights are off.  This maybe a ruse to allow the applicants to 
concede a reduction in the hours, to what is permitted at other events in the stadium. Is it feasible or 
sensible to have drinking all day till midnight, in the search for profit. 

I ask on behalf of all our residents and their families that this current application be refused. 

 

 On behalf of Residents of The Turnways  & Laurel Bank. 
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From
Sent:Mon, 15 Mar 2021 21:10:15 +0000
To:Musson, Martyn;Entertainment Licensing
Subject:Re: Licensing Act 2003 - Representation relating to Leeds Cricket Football And Athletic 
Co Ltd, The Rugby Bowl Emerald Headingley Stadium St Michaels Lane Headingley Leeds LS6 3BR 

Dear Martyn,
Thank you again for sending through the full application. I’m writing in supplement to 
my existing objection. I’m trying to get to the bottom of the noise conditions proposed. 
Please could you provide some clarity?
Firstly, representatives from stadium have said that the noise requirements that were 
applied to the concert licence last year would apply here, but these are not set out in the 
application and we have no assurance about what they are or how they will apply. The 
wording in section M (a) states that:
We are mindful of residents and will adopt a policy consistent with existing procedures to 
minimise noise and light disruption. Floodlights will be dimmed by 23:00 and no bottle 
bins or waste will be emptied or collected until the next day.
The application should detail what these are because it is very difficult to make an 
assessment about whether they are reasonable in these circumstances (e.g where noise 
could go on until midnight rather than 11pm). Can the detail please be added to the 
application, and further time given for residents and others to consider? I would also note 
that my impression was that the stadium is quite reasonably required to turn the 
floodlights off at 11:00 not dim them. This is therefore not ‘consistent’. 
Secondly, the application’s risk annex confirms that a management plan will contain a 
noise management strategy that shall ‘ act in compliance with the licence conditions and 
with the ‘code of practice on environmental noise control at concerts’  developed by the 
noise council. i believe a copy can be found 
below: https://www.gov.je/SiteCollectionDocuments/Leisure%20and%20entertainment/I
D%20Code%20of%20Practice%20on%20Environmental%20Noise%2020110517%20R
WJ.pdf
This guidance states that for events held between the hours of 09:00 and 23:00:
A) the minimum noise level (MNL) for 1 to 3 concert days per year should not exceed
75db(A) over s 15 minute period
B) For 4-12 concert days they should not exceed the background noise level by more than
15 db(A) over a 15 minute period.
It also states that:
‘For events continuing or held between the hours of 23.00 and 09.00 the music noise
should not be audible within noise-sensitive premises with windows open in a typical
manner for ventilation’
My queries are:

1. Please can you confirm that the stadium will need to comply with the term B i.e the 15 db
above background noise limit’? I assume this is the case because the two proposed events
are in addition to up to the four concert events proposed by the stadium and approved
last year.

2. Given that the application would allow music to be played and serve alcohol until 12
o’clock midnight, how will the applicant comply with the post 11 o’clock noise



requirements set out in the guidance i.e requiring that noise levels are not audible to 
residents with windows open for ventilation?

The latter is a crucial point for me, because my young children sleep in our house less 
than  from the stadium seating and on summer evenings generally benefit from 
an open window to prevent overheating. 
Without clarity on these issues (and given the significance of the application on the table) 
i think it is very difficult for residents, councillors and others to make a reasonable 
assessment of the application.
I would be grateful for your advice on next steps. There may also be a case to withdraw 
the application until these areas of uncertainty can be clarified. 

All the best,

From: 
Sent: 15 March 2021 16:41
To: Musson, Martyn 
Subject: Re: Licensing Act 2003 - Representation relating to Leeds Cricket Football And 
Athletic Co Ltd, The Rugby Bowl Emerald Headingley Stadium St Michaels Lane Headingley 
Leeds LS6 3BR 

Hi Martyn,

Yes absolutely please do. All the best, 

> On 15 Mar 2021, at 14:08, Musson, Martyn  wrote:
>
> �Good afternoon  
> 
> Just to confirm, Are you happy for us to share an unreacted copy of your representation to the 
applicant once the final representation date has concluded?
> 
> Best Wishes,
> 
> Martyn Musson
> 
> Licensing Officer
> Entertainment Licensing
> Leeds City Council
>

> e: Entertainment.Licen@leeds.gov.uk







From
Sent:Sat, 13 Mar 2021 09:05:52 +0000
To:Entertainment Licensing
Subject:Objection to headingley stadium events licence

>
> Hi

> I live very close to headingley stadium and I want to object to their application for the licence to expand
their offer of events.
>
> 1. Size- this is a much larger crowd than other events. The stadium does not offer much parking at all so
all the neighbouring streets are used. I’ve lost my wing mirror 5 times on rugby match days because the 
area becomes a gridlock of diagonally parked cars and people squeezing into tight spaces in a hurry. My 
driveway gets parked over so I get parked in, and it’s common for people to get out the car, chuck a load of 
beer cans and fast food wrappers into my hedge, pee against my fence and then walk to the match.
> We only have one green space that me and my child can easily walk to. It’s the Elida Gibbs field. For
some reason the stadium are allowed to use this football field as a car park on larger event days which
means we can’t use the field. The cars damage the grass and it’s not safe for kids. It’s a field not a car park
and I don’t support it’s use as such. Stadium users leave litter everywhere - stuffing beer cans into my
hedge and throwing glass bottles onto my driveway beforehand and kebab wrappers and more beer cans
afterwards.
> I’m fed up of the stadium endlessly expanding while it’s based in a residential area.
>
> 2. Alcohol
> I understand that they have applied for an alcohol licence from 12pm-12am. This is a residential area.
Boxing matches are really rowdy. Rugby matches are bad enough - I often find men breaking into my
garden and urinating over my vegetable patch after a match and this will be worse with longer drinking
times. Fans are noisy and linger on my residential street for a long time after matches and often shout, fight
or drunkenly mess about. The sheer quantity of people that could be doing this after a match is going to be
really unpleasant and inappropriate for a residential area. This is too late at night and will be a disturbance.
I suspect the vibe of a crowd who have spent 12 hours drinking lager and shouting while watching men
smash each other’s faces in, is not going to be peaceful and quiet when they spill out onto our streets after
midnight.
> I dont believe the trains run that late so they really will be all over the streets of headingley being sick
and shouting.
>
> 3. Noise
> Recent changes to the stadium (pre covid) meant they installed a massive outdoor sound system and used
it to pump incredibly loud music and announcements to the crowd. I hear every single bit of it. The music
is deafening. It’s far too loud. On some summer weekends I can’t sit in my garden because the noise is too
loud to have a conversation with my children outdoors. We have to go inside to shut the door. My garden is
unpleasant and unuseable on those days.  I absolutely object in the strongest way possible to the noise. No
local resident I know has been consulted about the changes to the noise and music. Noise is so loud it
disturbs my child’s sleep, and it spoils the enjoyment of my indoor and outdoor space.
> I don’t think the stadium should have the right to amplify music and announcements to this level, in an
outdoor setting. The speakers are just so loud they don’t need to be heard a mile away but they can be. As a
neighbour I really resent this noise. I work shifts and need to be in bed - this is just not fair in a residential
area.
>
> The stadium does nothing to improve the local area or support the community but is an absolute blight on 
the area. I don’t know anyone who has ever attended a match or been inside the complex - it seems to serve 
an entirely different community to the local residents who have to bear the brunt of the problems.
>
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From
Sent:Mon, 15 Mar 2021 16:10:29 +0000
To:Entertainment Licensing
Subject:Headingley stadium application for licencing to hold wrestling and boxing matches
Importance:Normal

We wish to object to this application on the grounds of the potential to cause a public 
nuisance due to the late licence, noise and extra parking which will impact upon family 
homes next to the stadium. In articular the disruption to children's sleep caused by the 
noise of the event itself and spectators leaving at the end of the entertainment. This shows 
a compete disregard for local residents who already suffer exceptional noise pollution 
from the stadium.
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From
Sent:Sat, 20 Mar 2021 10:03:11 +0000
To:Entertainment Licensing
Subject:Application for more late night events at Emerald stadijm

Dear officers,
I would like to register my strong objection to this application which I only heard about 
because someone posted a photo (on our community chat) of a tiny poster  tied to a fence.
 I would like to point out that  there is a Stadium Liaison Group exists in this area which 
means that the stadium has contacts for quite a lot of local residents.
However, they did not even bother to write to us about this. 

My objection:The implications of even more late night music events are very bad news 
for the entirely residential neighbourhoods that surround the stadiums. I understand that 
the stadiums may be in some financial difficulties as a result of the pandemic but to give 
them a renewed licence for late night events would allow these events to continue for 
ever.
Further, as all the events are likely to occur in the summer, together with the return of  
very regular rugby games, this application represents a substantial noise impact on our 
neighbourhoods.
 I feel sure that I do not have to outline how the deterioration of tranquil opportunities is a 
public health issue. The noise from that stadium is significant. It destroys peaceful use of 
outdoor spaces in summer  and at all times permeates  indoor spaces, interfering with 
normal activities and of course sleep.

Also, there is the traffic issue, which is so bad sometimes it can represent a threat to 
safety: at certain moments emergency vehicles could be significantly delayed. 
The Cardigan Triangle area has recently become a low traffic nieghbourhood area with 
the introduction of planters. 
However the planters do not actually stop people coming in and out of the area using 
existing entry and exit points and  therefore will not stop the area from becoming a car 
park on match days and any other event days. 

Finally, the stadium has only just extended its music event license. It is clear to me that 
nothing will stop them from continuing to promote more uses for their stadium that are 
outside sport. For obvious reasons, they put their finances above any effects on the local 
community. 
I implore you as part of a duty of care to restrain the direction that the stadiums are 
moving in. The areas around the stadiums are full of families, babies, children, the 
elderly, the disabled. It is not a student area. It should not be allowed to turn into a party 
zone.
Litter is another huge problem. After events there are bottles and half-eaten take- away 
food boxes left on the street and even thrown into gardens.

Please do not grant this license.

yours sincerely,
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From
Sent:Sun, 21 Mar 2021 13:02:08 +0000
To:Entertainment Licensing
Cc:
Subject:Objection - ref 04536/001

Dear Sr/Madam/Person

I am emailing to register my objection to the license request made by Leeds Rhinos to 
hold 2 boxing or wrestling events with 25 000 spectators and a 12-hour drinking license, 
in addition to the 4 live music evens for which they already have a license, and the many 
matches already held there.

My objection is on the basis of public nuisance for the following reasons:
 Parking is already an issue in the our street (The Turnways) and in nearby streets

on match days - we have had to contact the traffic wardens on match days (rugby
and/or cricket) as cars have been parked either on the grass verge, making a mess
of this, or on the street making access an issue for residents/emergency services

 We already have to tolerate the noise of the sound system
 We  already have to tolerate the crowds makin their way to/from the stadium and

before/during/after matches
 We already have to tolerate the very bright lighting on match days
 We already have to tolerate the increased number of people who walk down our

street to access the ground
 We already have to tolerate the increase in litter which is left in our street and/or

the ginnel on/after match days
 We already have to tolerate the increase in traffic on match days, causing traffic

jams, delays, pollution, noise and a great deal of frustration

Furthermore, the location of the venue is simply not suitable in any shape or form to be 
able to cope with the number of spectators envisaged. There is no suitable parking for this 
number of people. The increased passenger numbers by train and bus would have a huge 
impact on the area. 

As explained, we already tolerate the impact that match days have on enjoying our 
usually quiet, calm, safe neighbourhood and this we do with good grace. However, for 
Leeds Rhinos to seek to increase income for events which are entirely unrelated to the 
purpose of the stadium crosses a line. It shows no awareness of what residents currently 
tolerate nor any attempt to consider the impact of any additional events on our health and 
well being. This is very disappointing to say the least. We would suggest that Leeds 
Rhinos need to be aware of the above and should be working with residents in order to 
seek to maintain good community relations.

Were the license to be granted, this would inevitably lead to unruly behaviour, a further 
threat to the safety or our residents at a time when the safety of the ginnel - particularly 
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for women - is in the spotlight (Reclaim the Night campaign), additional noise beyond 
10pm, potential damage to property, more litter to clean up etc. There are other venues in 
Leeds which are suitable for this kind of event, which are purpose built and which are 
therefore better able to cope with the inevitable disruption of events of the size 
anticipated.

As I said, we already tolerate with good grace the impact of match days on our area. 
However, for there to be events of the type applied for, this would be completely 
unsuitable and an infringement of our right to live safely and peacefully in our 
neighbourhood.

Thank you for taking this objection into consideration.

Yours faithfully,





No attempt to highlight the type of sound system or decibel level the commentator will be 
used highlights a vague and uncommitted application.

No attempt was made to discuss these plans with local residents by Leeds Rhinos prior to 
this application, they only engaged when prompted and only contacted some residents on 
the mailing list, highlighting their lack of concern for local residents.

The number of people who object to these licenses each year is not alway a reflection of 
those who oppose them as people have busy lives and forget. This is the third license 
application in 3 years and with the limited time I have as a father  who runs a 
business I have spoken to some neighbours who also support the objection. Please see a 
petition (images 'Petition 1' & 'Petition 2') of people who are against this or any other 
future license being granted.

Numerous residents have complained to the council and Rhinos direct about the PA 
system that projects onto the Turnways during rugby matches and 3 years after it's 
installation we're still waiting for action to be taken.

In no way can this be compared with a rugby match which lasts for 1.5 hours and finishes 
at no later than 9.30pm.

The Rhinos already have a license for 2 live music events over 2 weekends a year so to 
add these 2 new events would make living in this quiet residential area unbearable over 
many weekends a year and does not align to this being a rugby ground who has the 
interests of the neighbours and community at heart.

On the whole the license application is vague, lacking in information and shows little 
concern for the impact it will have on local residents and our right to live in a quiet, safe 
neighborhood .

Thank you for taking this objection into consideration.

Yours faithfully





R
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Sent:Sun, 21 Mar 2021 16:32:09 +0000 
To:Entertainment Licensing;Musson, Maiiyn 
Subject:Leeds Cricket Football and Athletic Co Ltd 

Deai· Councillors, 

I am writing to oppose the application by Leeds Cricket Football and Athletic Co Ltd to 
host a maximum of two events per yeai· for boxing, wrestling and live music on a Friday 
and Saturday until midnight. 

The premises ai·e in the middle of a residential area, including many families with young 
children. Whilst there is a perception that Headingley is predominantly student-land, 
there has been a significant change in demographics over the last 20 yeai·s to more 
families and young professionals. A simple fact to back this up is that there ai·e more 
children than school places in the locality. It is not appropriate for regulai· open-air 
events to be held in the middle of a residential ai·ea. 

I understand the maximum noise within the smTolmding homes from events within the 
stadium must be 15 decibels or less. We have offered for the noise during regular 
matches to be tested within homes but have never been taken up on the offer - the only 
in-house tests were conducted in the day-time when the audio system was being tested. 
No live event testing has been caiTied out. 

As a resident living adjacent to the stadiums, I and my family (which includes school 
children) ai·e impacted by the noise from the stadium. It is not just during matches, but 
the pre-match waim up which sta1ts hours before the event. 

If you have small children, you will hopefully appreciate how important peace and calm 
is necessaiy when hying to get them to go to sleep at night. However, since the 
installation of the new smmd system post the recent rebuild, this noise pollution has got 
to the point where we need to raise our voices to hear each other within the bounds of our 
prope1iy and the children can't concenti·ate on our studies. The impact of the noise 
ai·ound exam season is especially su-essful and has severely impacted their mental health. 

Whilst Leeds Cricket Football and Athletic Co Ltd may have made assurances about the 
noise from within the stadium post-midnight, how have they guai·antee a noiseless 
evacuation of the attendees to their ti·anspo1t home and away from the area? 

The public ti·anspo1t stops before mid-night but 25,000 people will be leaving the 
stadium. Whether or not public ti·anspo1t is flexed for the event, a significant number 
will leave via taxis or their own vehicle: 

• Taxi ranks will be a queue of noisy people.





planning.comments@leeds.gov.uk

From:planning.comments@leeds.gov.uk
Sent:Sun, 21 Mar 2021 18:00:43 +0000
To:Musson, Martyn
Subject:Comments for Licensing Application PREM/04536/001 

Comments summary

Dear Sir/Madam,

Licensing Application comments have been made. A summary of the comments is provided below.

Comments were submitted at 21/03/2021 6:00 PM from 

Application Summary

Address:
The Rugby Bowl Emerald Headingley Stadium St Michaels Lane Headingley Leeds LS6 
3BR 

Proposal: Premises Licence - New Application 

Case Officer: Mr Martyn Musson 

Click for further information

Customer Details

Name:

Email:

Address:

Comments Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour response

Stance: Customer objects to the Licensing Application

Reasons for comment:

Comments: 21/03/2021 6:00 PM I am deeply concerned by this application which seems completely 
inappropriate for this location, situated as it is in the middle of a residential zone.

I note that it is proposed to use all 4 stands to house the 25,000 audience, meaning that 
the commentary will be equally directed towards the Western Terrace, and will therefore 
pass over the rear wall of the open stand and directly into a residential street. The 
majority of the closest houses are family-owned, many with small children. To have a 
licence for the full noise of commentary until midnight will cause a severe public 
nuisance because of this, one for which no mitigation seems possible. 
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The late hour, after public transport has ceased, also means that all those attending will 
need to depart by road, and the majority will therefore try to park a car in the 
neighbourhood. We know from rugby matches with this capacity that this will be 
associated with illegal parking, and even where parking is legal, traffic will find it 
difficult to pass along the through routes in the neighbourhood, causing significant 
congestion and delay for buses and for residents travelling by car throughout the 
afternoon and evening.

Finally, I am concerned that the departing crowds will almost certainly create significant 
noise in the neighbourhood, and are likely to leave litter and quite possibly urinate in our 
front gardens after excessive consumption of alcohol (whose sale until midnight forms
part of the licence application).

Kind regards 



From
Sent:Sun, 21 Mar 2021 14:38:50 +0000
To:Entertainment Licensing
Subject:Objection 

Dear Sr/Madam/Person

I am emailing to register my objection to the license request made by Leeds Rhinos to 
hold 2 boxing or wrestling events with 25 000 spectators and a 12-hour drinking license, 
in addition to the 4 live music evens for which they already have a license, and the many 
matches already held there.

My objection is on the basis of public nuisance for the following reasons:
 Parking is already an issue in the our street (The Turnways) and in nearby streets

on match days - we have had to contact the traffic wardens on match days (rugby
and/or cricket) as cars have been parked either on the grass verge, making a mess
of this, or on the street making access an issue for residents/emergency services

 We already have to tolerate the noise of the sound system
 We  already have to tolerate the crowds makin their way to/from the stadium and

before/during/after matches
 We already have to tolerate the very bright lighting on match days
 We already have to tolerate the increased number of people who walk down our

street to access the ground
 We already have to tolerate the increase in litter which is left in our street and/or

the ginnel on/after match days
 We already have to tolerate the increase in traffic on match days, causing traffic

jams, delays, pollution, noise and a great deal of frustration

Furthermore, the location of the venue is simply not suitable in any shape or form to be 
able to cope with the number of spectators envisaged. There is no suitable parking for this 
number of people. The increased passenger numbers by train and bus would have a huge 
impact on the area. 

As explained, we already tolerate the impact that match days have on enjoying our 
usually quiet, calm, safe neighbourhood and this we do with good grace. However, for 
Leeds Rhinos to seek to increase income for events which are entirely unrelated to the 
purpose of the stadium crosses a line. It shows no awareness of what residents currently 
tolerate nor any attempt to consider the impact of any additional events on our health and 
well being. This is very disappointing to say the least. We would suggest that Leeds 
Rhinos need to be aware of the above and should be working with residents in order to 
seek to maintain good community relations.

Were the license to be granted, this would inevitably lead to unruly behaviour, a further 
threat to the safety or our residents at a time when the safety of the ginnel - particularly 
for women - is in the spotlight (Reclaim the Night campaign), additional noise 
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beyond 10pm, potential damage to property, more litter to clean up etc. There are other 
venues in Leeds which are suitable for this kind of event, which are purpose built and 
which are therefore better able to cope with the inevitable disruption of events of the size 
anticipated.

As I said, we already tolerate with good grace the impact of match days on our area. 
However, for there to be events of the type applied for, this would be completely 
unsuitable and an infringement of our right to live safely and peacefully in our 
neighbourhood.

Thank you for taking this objection into consideration.

Yours faithfully,

Sent from my iPhone




